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Contact Information:
May-October: 218-365-5873
October-May: 316-217-1129
kathy@wildernesswind.org
www.wildernesswind.org

Wilderness Wind, Inc
2945 Hwy 169 Ely, MN 55731

For it was you who formed my
inward parts;

you knit me together in my
mother’s womb.

My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths

of  the earth.
Psalms 139: 13, 15 NRSV

Photos taken by the following people:
Kathy Landis, Matthew Rody,
Val Hershberger, and Susan Mershon.
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Some moments capture us. One such moment resulted in this year’s theme, “You knit me together”. I was walking
up the hill from the camp’s office. Stunned by what I was experiencing that morning, I stopped mid-stride and asked
myself, “What is happening here? How can this be?” That day, like several others this summer, the staff  joined together to
accomplish what looked daunting. The strength of  the team is often needed at Wilderness Wind, but this summer was
different. The diversity amidst staff  paralleled their home locations of  Oregon, Texas, Michigan, Ohio, and Minnesota.
Days off  included playing together, but there was also a generous portion of  “getting space.” Yet, come the work day,
systems and people flowed almost seamlessly. Mysteriously, when we could have “worked” our diversity for division, we
tailored it for strength, thus reaching a common goal. As I let the morning and my questions sink and settle, “knit
together” came to mind. I pondered knitting: how it takes many strands to make the yarn, how a thread can be joined and
shaped by others to create a pattern. I also pondered Psalms 139, included at left. I encourage you to read it...slowly.

Could it be that even in our diversity, the staff, as individuals and as a group were knit together for this summer?
This was as hard for me to fathom as it was to understand why and how we could work so well together. What struck me
most about the passage was “intricately woven in the depths of  the earth.” This is a phenomenal underlaying
commonality that holds the entire human community together. We are knit together in unexplainable and deep ways.
What if  we, as the Wilderness Wind staff  did this summer, set aside our diversity to focus on our commonalities and
common interests? Before us is possibly our greatest challenge as a human community: to live within the very Earth from
which we were hewn and through which we are knit together.

In this year’s annual report, our desire was to allow the images to speak of  the depth of  commonality. We
encourage you to sit with these pages. Reside in the stories they tell. Know that you are knit within them. Feel the
strength, beauty, and mystery of  the tapestry within which we rest.

-Kathy Landis, Executive Director.

Annual Report 2010: You knit me together



The mission of  Wilderness Wind is to
nurture relationships with God and creation

through wilderness living; which
promotes spirituality, cooperation, and

environmental sustainability.
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Individual Donors
Mark and Margaret Abplanalp
Eileen Ahearn
Mindy Ahler-Olmstead
Karen and Tim Alderfer
Claude and Marilyn Allebach
Marsha Barr
Andrew Barr
Wolfgang and Michelle Bartel
Karen and Brian Bartlet
Orris and Lois Basinger
Eric and Susan Beck
Daryl and Carrie Bert
Hilary and Gladys Bertsche
Jeanne Mershon and Pat Bias
Marion Bontrager
Tom and Ruby Bontrager
Warren and Linda Bontrager
Marnetta Bradford
Laura Brenneman
Andy and Ruby Brown
Mark Brunn
Joan and Mike Burke
John and Susan Burkholder
Cynthia Burns
Mark and Anne Byler
Virgil Sauder and Kelly Carson

Douglas and Mary Liechty Caskey
Dick Christoph
Rob and Rose Mary Claassen
Don Claassen
Ernie Claassen
Ray and Hope Collins
Christina Cruz
Ralph Dahl
J.J. and Gail Dale
J.B. Miller and John Daniels
Randall and Brenda Delp
Cindy Detrow
Jay and Barbara Detweiler
Jeanne Liechty and
        Michael Dickens
Judy Lampham and Thane Dirks
Earl Dubin
Pert Shetler and Kathy Duford
Dan and Terri Duistermars
Robert and Mary Ellerby
Melissa Falb
Susie Flink
Gregg and Joanna Friesen
Luke and Rebecca Gascho
Brent Gehman
Erin Geiser
Glenn and Arlene Geissinger

Tamara Gerber
Robert Gerber
Allison Gerlach
Glenn and Mary Gilbert
Sally and John Glick
Virginia Showalter and
        Timothy Godshall
Alice Goertz
Karen Goheen
Brent and Julie Gotwals
Robert and Lucille Gotwals
Susan Gotwals
Christopher and Kathy Gotwals
Lerace Graber
Jonathan and Phoebe Graber
Teal Guidici
Geoffrey Landis and Elizabeth Gunden
Jeff  Gundy
Doug and Diana Haldeman
Letha Hamm
Candace Hansing
Paul and Sue Hanson
Peter and Ginger Hao
Joseph and Jean Haus
David and Dorota Heckman
Paul and Sylvia Hedrick
Robin and Debra Helmuth
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David and Naomi Helmuth
David and Ruth Helmuth
Keith and Ellen Helmuth
Valerie Hershberger
David and Jennifer Hiebert
James Hiebert
Elroy and Mary Holsopple
Zebulon and Sarah Holsopple
Tim and Beth Holst
Lisa and John Hooten
Mark Horst
Sheri Hostetler
Jeanne and Gordon Houser
Bruce and Marcia Jackson
David and Elizabeth Janssen
Barry and
        Janeen Bertsche Johnson
Joan Johnson
Walter Johnson
Kimble Wade and Krystal Johnson
R.J. and T.A. Jones
Mark Dal Pra and
        Mary Ruth Kamp
Stan and Marilyn Kamp
Jill Kaufman
Ruth E. Kauffman
Edward and Gay Kauffman

We are knit together in life. In this space and time we make visible the web that has been knitted around and
throughout Wilderness Wind. May our gratitude for your participation in the mission of  Wilderness Wind be known. You
are what makes Wilderness Wind a strong and complex organization. Thank you for the gifts you each give to build this
strength and complexity. Thank you. Our apologies if  we inadvertently omitted your name. Please let us know.



Sharon Baughman and
        Donald Miller
Evelyn Miller
Lloyd and Joan Miller
Maynard Miller
Rhoda Miller
Viola Miller
Mark and Joyce Miller
Bruce Brenner and Donna Minter
Steve and Jill Basinger Mullet
Tony Mullet
Vince and Sabrina Mullet
Susan Mullet
Adam and Nicole Fitch Nafziger
Lois and John Nafziger
Ralph Nafziger
Ben and Susan Nelson
Richard and Janet Neville
Dave Nofsinger
Leonard Nolt
Paula and Andrea Northwood
LaDene King and Gretchen Nyce
Dorothy Yoder and John Nyce
Don Olson
Jeff  and Maria Lehman Osborne
Carolyn Amstutz Patterson
Allen and Elizabeth Patterson
R.D. and Phyllis Polvado
Jack Potts
Patty Friesen and Patrick Preheim
David and Sandy Rau
Theodore and Doris Redding
Tony and Esther Regier

John and Kay Reimer
Elsie Reisen
Cassidy Claassen and Sarah Rempel
Deanna Risser
Joel and Sara Robbins
Garland and Laura Robertson
Matt Ropp
Leland Ropp
Joel and Julianne Ross
Meryl Roth
Dick and Arla Ruiter
Brandon and Becky Sachwitz
Gerald and Joetta Schlabach
Keith and Bev Schloneger
Eloise Schrag
Twila Schrock
Neil Schrock
Missy Kauffman Schrock
Alvin Schulz
Kevin Sebes and Christy Schunn-Sebes
Werner Severin
Steve Shantz
Michelle Schirch and Karl Shelly
Shawn Shertzer
Beth Sholly
Hollis and Martha Showalter
Steven Sommer
Wayne and Joanne Speigle
Jim and Carol Spicher
Lillie Steffen
Kari Strauss
Ted and Diane Summers
Joel and Minke Sundseth

Barbara Swartley
Galen Swope
Arthur and Evelyn Thiessen
David Thiessen
Dan and Judy Thiessen
Joseph and Debra Thimm
Junior Thimm
Timothy and Margaret Thut
Gwen Grasse and Stephen Voran
Galen and Kathy Waltner
Gertrude Warkentin
Teresa Wasick
J. Denny and Mary Weaver
Emily Stuckey Weber
Andrew and Courtney Wesdrop
Jolene Westafer
Richard and Sandra Westby
Susan Schmidt and Virgil Wiebe
James and Barbara Wieferich
Maryls Wiens
Kay and Ronald Wiens
Kevin and Marilyn Wilder
Stephen and Sandra Woodward
Joe and Luanne Wyssmann
Ruth Yarman
James and Trish Yoder
Michael J. Yoder
Michael and Mary Lehman Yoder
Kevin Yoder
Melanie Zuercher
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Eric Massaneri and
        Yolanda Kauffman
Jill Kauffman
Jerry and Mary Kauffman
Janelle Landis and Omar Kheshgi
Bethany Swope and Marshall King
Todd and Allison Kirkton
Ted and Gayle Gerber Koontz
John and Kari Krabill
Joan Kreider
George and Mona Krievins
Jack Swaim and Beth Landis
E. Jean Landis
Jane Landis
Miles Reimer and Kathy Landis
Ken and Rosetta Landis
Merlin Lehman
Anne Hevener and Keith Lehman
Cheryl Lehmann
Laura Hostetler and Mark Leichty
Katelyn and William Leichty
Andrea Kuenning and Daniel Leisen
James David Leonard
Beth Lewis
Michele Lucchese
Robert and Patricia Mack
Danile Stoltzfus Martens and
        John Martens
Cynthia Miller and Darrell Martin
Sean and Kim McConaghay
Clare and Sharon Mershon
Crandall and Carla Miller
Dana and Linda Miller



Volunteers
Karen Alderfer
Clark, Meagen, Jenna and Callan
Baldwin
Aryn Baxter
Marion Bontrager
Rob and Rosie Claassen
Mary Gilbert
Clark and Lerace Graber
Valerie Hershberger
Jenny Hochstetler
Sarah Holsopple
Elroy Holsopple
Mark Horst
Noah Massaneri and
        Yolanda Kauffman
E. Jean Landis
Ken, Rosetta and Jessie Landis
Cheryl Mast
Catherine McCracken
Karen McEvoy
Anne Regier
Miles Reimer
John and Kay Reimer
Matt Ropp
Josh Rupe
Kevin Sebes, Kate and Christy
Schunn-Sebes
Ann Showalter
Bill and Marge Stucky
Kevin Wilder
Penny Yarman

Goshen High School
        Erica Badowski
        Austin Collins
        Katheryn Giddens
        Zebulon Holsopple
        Peter Meyer Reimer
       Thomas Miller
       Abby Nafziger
        Trevor Wood
Salem Zion Youth Group
        Andre’ Eisenebeis
        Caleb Epp
        Makayla Epp
        Jon Graber
        Lea Graber
        Lexi Graber
        Matthew Graber
        Christina Hofer
        Alicia Hofer
        Calvin Janssen
        Rachel Kaufman
        Dana Kaufman
        Carl Lehmann
        Jordan Ortman
        Karina Ortman
        Mark and Lori Ortman
        Caroline Schrag

Paddle-A-Thon Paddlers
Kerri Haldeman
Zeb Holsopple
Marshall King
Kathy Landis

Karen McEvoy
Michael McEvoy
Susan Mershon
Brad Mullet
Steve Mullet
Matthew Rody
Greg Summers
Greg ThiessenTeresa Wasick
Brooke Wyssmann

Year-round staff
Mary Ruth Kamp
Kathy Landis

Summer staff
Kerrie Haldeman
Susan Mershon
Michael and Karen McEvoy
Matthew Rody
Greg Summers
Brooke Wyssmann

2010 Board
John Daniels
Melissa Falb
Glenn Gilbert
Marshall King
Ed Kauffman
Beth Landis
Steve Mullet
Abby Nafziger
Paula Northwood
Brenda Sawatsky-Paetkau

Congregational Support:
Faith Mennonite Church, Minnesota
New Creation Fellowship, Kansas

Corporate Donors
Bending Branches,Wisconsin
Charlotte’s Sew Natural, Kansas
Berlin Village Gift Barn Ltd, Ohio
Follett Corporation, Illinois
Kiwanis Club of  Goshen Noon,
        Indiana
Mary’s Spinning Wheel, Minnesota
MSNBC, Washington
North Country Quilts, Minnesota
Northern Expressions, Minnesota
Piragis Northwoods Company,
        Minnesota
Secret Sisters Boutique, Minnesota
Sisu Designs Weaving and
        Knitting Shop, Minnesota
Teva, California
The Brandenburg Gallery, Minnesota
The Ely Pebble Spa, Minnesota
The Evergreen Cottage, Minnesota
The Kess Gallery, Minnesota
Troyer Welding and Repair, Indiana
Wildlife Liquer, Minnesota
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Financial Review for 2010
The following pies and charts offer information on the

2010 fiscal year. For a more complete look at the 2009 fiscal
year there will be an article posted on the blog (http://
wildernesswind.wordpress.com) in early to mid spring. Thank
you for your interest and support. Just a few notable things:

• Number of  donors were down, but total
contributions equaled 2009 levels

• Our fleet of  aging canoes was replaced
with new ones

• A much needed bunkhouse was built at
base camp

• Number of  campers served was up 13%
from 2009

• Paddle-a-thon donation to Ely community
equaled $1,150

• 1,541 volunteer hours is the equivalent of
having another staff  person working 40
hours a week for 9.5 months

Thank you again for your support. We are grateful for
the support through prayers, time, presence, and
finances. Your gifts have impacted many lives and continue to
shape the future of  Wilderness Wind. Our cup of  gratitude
overflows.
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25 years of  Wilderness Giftings
Wilderness Wind began in 1986 and is

celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2011. Through-
out the year there will be many ways to help
celebrate this milestone.  Over the last 25 years
there have been many gifts and surprises, gleanings
of  wisdom, shared community and deep lessons
learned. For all this and more we howl and cheer.
Join us throughout the year in the celebratory
events. Below are listed a few that are currently
being planned. The Wilderness Wind web site
(www.wildernesswind.org) and the blog
(http:wildernesswind.wordpress.com) will be
updated often so that each of  you  can participate
in this celebration year.
•  Photo contest (categories and criteria

are being determined)
• Where in the world is your trip leader. Blog

posts will include stories and photos.
• Trip discounts for new groups/ trip

participants (*See page 15 for details)
• Local events
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2010 Program Expenses 
$111,507

Staff salaries and 

expenses;  $65,663 
; 60%

Operational;  

$28,408 ; 25%

Ely % of Paddle-a-

thon;  $1,150 ; 1%

New  canoe 

purchase;  $3,706 ; 
3%

Administrative;  

$5,975.06 ; 5%

Fundraising; 

$1,873 ; 2%

Vehicle;  $2,671 ; 

2%
Maintenance; 

$2,061 ; 2%

2010 Program Income 
$136,299

Canoe trips;  $64,123 

; 47%

Memorials;  $1,525 ; 

1%

Donations for 

canoes;  $13,600 ; 
10%

Lakeside Income; 

$11,025 ; 8%

Souvenir;  $5,044 ; 

4%

Paddle-athon; 

$12,136 ; 9%

Donations;  $28,846 ; 

21%

$ -

$ 10, 000

$ 20, 000

$ 30, 000

$ 40, 000

$ 50, 000

$ 60, 000

$ 70, 000

$ 80, 000

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

To tal do natio ns

Me m o r i a l  d o n a t i o n s

D e s i g n a t e d  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s

Ge n e r a l  d o n a t i o n s

 2010 Capital Expenses
$12,255

Basecamp 

Improvements, 

$11,115 , 91%

Fundraising ,  $780 , 

6%

Lakeside 

Improvements,  $360 

, 3%

How wonderful
it is that nobody

need wait a
single moment

before starting to
improve the

world.
~Anne Frank
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Programmed Retreats 2011:
Lakeside Retreats

Lakeside Birding Retreat: The woods are alive with the sound
Dates: June 14-19, 2011

June is the ideal time to learn bird song, habitats and feeding patterns. With its variety of  habitats, the Superior
National Forest supports 155 species of  birds. With the leadership of  one of  Ely’s famous birders, Bill Teft, you can
 expect to encounter thrushes, vireos, kinglets, and 20 species of  warblers including the Connecticut.

Lakeside Cabin Quilter’s and Creator’s Retreat
Dates: September 2-5, 2011

Let your laughter join that of  the loons as we create and enjoy the turning of
the season and the fall colors. Quilter’s, knitter’s, scrapbooker’s, and others doing
creative handiwork are welcome to attend.

Lakeside Work and Play Fest
Dates: September 7-11, 2011

Breath in the crisp fall air, help close up camp, and enjoy Ely’s Harvest Moon
Festival all at the same time.  Participants of  all ages and abilities are welcome to
come for all or part of  this 5 day fest. We will work part of  each day, and allow for
ample time to experience the birch basket weavers, the bead workers, the blacksmiths,
and the other 120 plus crafts and demonstrations at the Festival. Kayaking and
canoeing in the reflected fall colors will also be incorporated into this week/end.



Canoe Trips
Catch a big one!

Dates: June 4-11, 2011
Trip Leader and Fishing Philosopher: Steve Martin

The wilderness coupled with the connection to nature through a small strand of  monofilament and a jig has a
purity and perfection to it. Self  propelled and close to the water experience this connection in a deeper way than ever
before. This group will head into the Canadian Quetico to a lake off  the “circuit”. There we will set up a base camp, and
spend 5 days fishing for smallmouth bass, walleye, and northern pike. The goal isn’t just to catch fish, but to encounter
the natural world. If  you love fishing, then come and experience it in a new way. If  you love wilderness canoeing, and
want to learn to fish that works just as well.

Canoe Trips and Lakeside Cabin and Yurt Rentals
Wilderness Wind is currently scheduling groups for both wilderness canoe trips and lakeside cabin and yurt rentals.

There are endless combinations and types of  groups to travel with through the wilderness, or to spend days with at a
lakeside cabin or yurt. To help you brainstorm, here are a few groups Wilderness Wind has served in the past:

- women’s and men’s groups - father/daughter or mother/son groups
- youth groups - extended family or multigenerational family groups
- family’s with young children - reunion of  college friends or any group of  friends

*Wilderness Wind will be giving a free trip to the trip organizer/contact person of  any trip that brings 6 people who have
never been through Wilderness Wind before. This free trip will apply to the first two adult trips and to the first two youth
group trips that register and turn in their fees for 2011. Does not apply to rental groups. Certain restrictions may apply.
Call (316) 217-1129 or email kathy@wildernesswind.org for more information.
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Wilderness Wind, Inc
2945 Hwy 169 Ely, MN 55731

Printed on 100% post-consumer paper.  Please Recycle.
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316-217-1129
kathy@wildernesswind.org
www.wildernesswind.org

return address requested


